Minutes of a JP Open meeting held 19-10-1003

Present: CMaill, CF, CC, MS, CMac, RR, JP, CG, EL, SK, SA

Apologies: ID

Present: 17 (inquorate)

1. MS gave brief explanation of student representation in Pembroke College, including the fact that financial motions at this meeting could not become policy because we were inquorate, but would simply be used to gauge opinion.

2. Announcements:

· CC: Access Squash Tues 28 October, 5.30pm in N7.

· CF: HE Funding Demo Sunday 26th, London

· MS: Today is last open meeting before hustings

· CF: explained top-up fees and HE funding debate

2. Motion to use JP money to subsidise transport for those travelling to London on the NUS demo.

Q: When did it become JP policy to oppose top-up fees?

A: At an open meeting last year.

MS suggested that it might be appropriate to hold a new vote to reaffirm our stance on the issue as the current freshers have had no opportunity to participate in this policy decision.

Q: Where would the money for the subsidy came from, and would other spending be effected?

A: The JPC receives an allocation of funds from college, as well as potentially building up funds through ents. No current spending plans would be affected by the decision to subsidise transport.

Vote:

For: 12

Against: 2

Abstentions: 3

3. Motion to spend up to £100 to purchase a DVD player for student use in the NCR. 

Q: Could we look at buying one that costs £50 to avoid waiting for a quorate open meeting?

A: It had been considered but it was felt that we should make a purchase of reasonable quality in the hope that it would last better.

Ben McClelland: noted that Radio 4 had done a product survey reaching the conclusion that there was not discernable difference in quality between £50 Argos DVD players and more expensive models.

Vote: 

For:13

Against:1

Abstentions: 3

4. CUSU primate testing facility motions

MS explained the issue and the twin motions coming to CUSU council. She urged people to email CF with comments and explained the current decision to oppose both motions and the rational behind it. No objections were raised to this.

5. A.O.B.

Q: Kings are threatening a rent strike. What is the state of play with Pembroke Rents negotiations and is any similar action being considered?

A: Pembroke rents negotiations are concluded for the year and will resume next term for next year. There are no plans to rent strike. Pembroke rents consistently rise above inflation due to a complicated system relating to college bursars aiming for a convergence of rents. MS undertook to ask the Bursar to write an article for Pembroke St explaining the rationale behind this policy.

